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SUBJECT: REACTION TO AUG. 16 MEA HIJACKING 

1. HIJACKING OF LEBANESE MEA AIRLINER AUG. 16 DOMIN- 
ATED BEIRUT PRESS TODAY. ONLY RIGHTWING AL AMAL, 
CONSERVATIVE AL YAYAT AND MODERATE AL JARIDA CARRIED 
HEADLINE DESCRIBING HIJACKER AS 'DRUNKEN LIBYAN," 

WHILE VIRTUALLY ALL OTHER PAPERS, ESPECIALLY LEFTIST 
ORGANS, INSISTED HE WAS "ISRAELI AGENT". EDITORIALLY, 
INDEPENDENT AN NAHAR COMMENTED: "IT IS NOT COINCIDENCE 
THAT YESTERDAY'S OPERATION FOLLOWS UNANIMOUS CONDEMNA- 
TION BY SC OF ISRAEL," AND VIEWED IT AS ISRAEL FLAUNT- 
ING ITS CONTEMPT FOR WORLD OPINION. SUGGESTED ISRAEL 
HAD RECRUITED LIBYAN FOR ZIONIST ENDS TO EMBARRASS 
QADHAFI FOR CHAMPIONING PALESTINIAN CAUSE. NAHRA 
CONCLUDED ISRAEL WAS TRANSFERRING ME STRUGGLE TO AIR- 
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OCCUPATION OF ARAB LANDS. 

2. WITH MOST PAPERS QUESTONING HIJACKER'S TRUE IDENTITY, 

IT NOT SURPRISING THAT WIDE SEGMENT OF LEBANESE OPINION 
(INCLUDING PEOPLE WHO SHOULD KNOW BETTER FROM READING 
UNBIASED NEWS STORIES) HAS CONVINCED ITSELF THAT ONLY 
POSSIBLE EXPLANATION LIES IN SOME NEW AND DIABOLICAL 
ISRAELI PPLT. (IN THIS RESPECT, DEP. ASST. SECY. 

ATHERTON'S REMARKS TO ISRAELI AMB. DINITZ - C.F., 

STATE 163114 NOTAL -WERE RIGHT ON TARGET.) WE NOTE 
FEDAYEEN VIA THEIR VARIOUS PROPAGANDA ORGANS ARE PLAY- 
ING THIS THEME FOR ALL IT WORTH, CLAIMING, INTER ALIA, 

THAT INCIDENT WAS UNSUCCESSFUL ISRAELI ATTEMPT TO 
CAPTURE FATAH LEADER SALAH KHALAF AND WAS CARRIED OUT 
IN FASHION THAT WOULD ENABLE GOI AVOID RENEWED UN 
CONDEMNATION. AS USUAL, LEBANESE LEFT HAS SUCKED UP 
SUCH NONSENSE GREEDILY, KAMAL JUMBLATT GOING SO FAR 
AS TO ANNOUNCE THAT HE TOO HAS BEEN TARGETED FOR CAPTURE 
BY ISRAEL. 

BUFFUM 
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